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ADVERTISEMENT. 


VERY imperfett Accounts having appeared in the : 
different Newſpapers, of Lord GRENVILLE's 


Speech, in reply to the different Peers who had ſup- 


ported the Motion of the Duke of BEDFORD for 


_ the Diſmiſſal of Minifters, on Thurſday March 22; 


a Perſon who was preſent, aſſiſted by the recollection of 


tis Friends, has publiſhed the following Account of it, 
which, though neceſſarily defective in Expreſſion, he is 


perſuaded is accurate in Subſtance, as to the principal 


parts, 


— han con. 
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SPEECH. 


OF 


LORD GRENVILLE. 


F ORD GRENVILLE ſaid, that on the pre- 
4 ſent occaſion he had rather thought it be- 
came him to wait the opinion of others, than to 


ſhewany impatience to deliver his own ſentiments. 


Certainly, if it was true (which the Noble Duke* 
had that night imputed to him as blame), that he 


felt a deſire for honeſt fame, and an anxiety to 


merit the good opinion of his Country, and of 


Poſterity, that ſentiment muſt be amply gratified 


in the manner in which the Conduct of Govern- 


ment had that night been ſpoken of, and in the 


quarters from which that approbation had pro- 
ceeded. In what related perſonally to himſelf, 
he might well reſt the queſtion there ; nor even 
would a much higher object, the vindication of 


the Dignity and Honour of Parliament, and of 


the Character of the Britiſh Nation, which had 


that night been vilified, have induced him to at- 


tempt 


* Duke of BREDrokp. 85 


3 
tempt to add to that impreſſion which had al- 
ready been produced He might even have re- 
mained ſilent, when it was ſaid not only of Mi- 
niſters, of that Houſe, and of Parliament, but of 
the whole People of Enz!and, that they had em- 
braced with ſatisfaction the idea of the Extermi— 
nation of the Teople of France; an imputation 
ſo horrible and fo unfounded, that he could hardly 
yet perſuade himſelf that he had heard it uttered 

by a Member of that Houſe*. 
But he conſidered the preſent Motion as much 
more aaportant, with a view to the preſent and 
future intereſts of the Country, than in its refer- 


ence to the Conduct and Character even of the 


whole Britiſh Nation. It brought to iſſue here, 
that Queſtion which now divided every other part 
of Europe, and into which one muſt not diſguiſe 
from one's-ſelf, that all political differences in this 
Country were now rapidly reſolving themſelves.— 
Conſidering it in this view, he could not ſatisfy 
his conſcience, if he did not ſolicit their Lord- 
ſhips? attention to it. It would eafily be ſeen 
from the whole courſe of argument by which the 
Motion had been ſupported, that the preſent 
| Queſtion related much leſs to the Conduct or 
Character ofany Individuals, than to the Syſtem on 
which the Parliament and People of this Country 
were at that moment acting, 1 in oppoſition to the 

Arms 
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Arms and Prineiples of France. In order to 
decry this Syſtem, and to induce the Britiſh 
Nation to confeſs thoſe crimes and follies, that 
injuſtice and cruelty, with which the Noble 
Duke had charged them, he had revived all the 
unfounded allegations reſpecting the Principle 
of the War, ſo often made in that place, and fo 
often rejected by their Lordſhips. Theſe the 
Noble Duke had with much labour contraſted 
with each other; but their difference only proved 
the contradictions of his own accuſations. The 
Principles which he aſſerted to have been adopted 
and maintained by Government, were indeed 
thoſe Principles which had on different occaſions 
been imputed to them by the Noble Duke and 
his Friends, but which the Miniſters had then, as 
now, uniformly and unequivocally diſclaimed.— 
The deciſive proof upon the Subject was to 
be found, not in looſe recollection or in vague 
reports, but on the Journals of the Houſe.— 
The Speeches with which the KING had open- 
ed and concluded each Seſſion of Parliament, 
afforded an authentic record of the language of 
Government reſpecting the origin, grounds, and 
progreſs of the War. There were, beſides, upon 
the Journals, many Declarations which this 
Houſe had made at different periods, ſometimes 
at the expreſs ſuggeſtion of Minifters themſelves, 
and with the avowed intention of obviating miſ- 

repre- 


(8) 
repreſentation. Why were not theſe appealed to ? 
What two of theſe could be produced which con- 
tradict each other? What one which would ſup- 
port the Statements of the Noble Duke ? The 
KinG's Speech in 1794, to which the Noble 
Duke alluded, he had himſelf intended to have 
read in his place: it was now too late an hour 
to detain their Lordſhips with it; but it was 
on the Table; and he challenged his Oppo- 
nents to find in it any Paragraph {provided it 
was read entire—not garbled, as he had ſeen it | 
in ſome Publications*), which could afford the 
leaſt foundation for what had that night been ſaid 
of it. This then was liis defence of Parliament, 
againſt the imputation of having varied his lan- 
guage, or diſguiſed its objects of having engag- 
ed in the War for the reſtoration of Monarchy in 
France, or of having purſued it, at any period, 
with any other view than that of obtaining a ſe- 
cure and honourable Peace for this Country. 
The Noble Duke had next proceeded to con- 
demn the Alliances entered into for the proſecu- 
tion of the War. It had been ſaid that Miniſters 
had pledged themſelves that the Allies never 
would deſert this Country. Was it poflible that 
ſuch a pledge could have been given, or that Par- 
liament ever could require, or receive it? The 


- Britiſh 


J Alluding, probably, to Mr. Ezsxinz's Pamphlet on 
the War, res 
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Britiſh Government could not controul the Con- 
duct of Foreign Powers. They had, indeed, al- 
ledged (particularly in the caſe of Ayfria), the 
various motives of good Faith, Honour, and 
Dignity ; of Intereſt, and even of Security, which 
ought to induce that Power to abide by its En- 
gagements with Great Britain. Yet if theſe con- 
ſiderations were ultimately without effect, we had, 
at leaſt ſo long as they continued to operate, the 

advantage of the aſſiſtance we then received. If 
any Continental Powers are fo infatuated as not 

to ſee, that by ſhaking the Public Faith and 
Honour of their Governments, they ſhake the 
very foundations of their Thrones ;—if they have 

not yet been taught, that by giving way to the 
preſent views of France, they are opening to her 
the gates of their own Capitals, you may re- 
gret the circumſtance for their ſake—you muſt 
lament it for your oun; but you cannot, in 
Juſtice, impute the blame of their blindneſs to 
men who act on more honourable principles, and. 
with a wiſer policy. We have under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances at leaſt this conſolation, that if we 
now contend alone, it is againſt an Enemy ex- 
hauſted by the effects of that very Syſtem of Al- 
liance which the Noble Lords condemn. It was 
indeed curious to obſerve, that at the very mo- 
ment When theſe Alliances were moſt loudly 
blamed, and when one Noble Lord * had hazarded ; 
I 


* Lord HolLaxD. 
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the extravagant aſſertion, that it would have been 
better to have ſubſidized theſe Powers for con- 
cluding ſeparate Peace, the loſs of their affiſt- 
ance was the very topic on which the ſame Noble 
Lords had moſt relied, in all their efforts to de- 
preſs the ſpirit of their Country. Miniſters had 
endeavoured to procure that aid when it could be 
had; we then reaped the advantage of it; and 
even when its Immediate operation has ceaſed, we 
fee] at this moment its beneficial confequences. 
What would be ſaid to any Minifter engaged in a 
juſt, neceſſary and arduous conteſt, who declined 
to avail himſelf of any Alliances, becauſe there 
never could be any certainty of their permanence; 
or who refuſed a powerful aid in preſent, becauſe 
it might poſſibly be withdrawn before the termi- 
nation of the Conteſt ? 

The Houſe was then told, that in every part of the 
War we had completely failed; and for that reaſon 
they were deſired to withdraw their Confidence 
from Miniſters, who had ſhewn themſelves un- 
able to defend the Intereits of their Country. It 
_ would hardly be credited by any man who had 

not hcard the Noble Lords, that in all their 
Statements of the conduct and progreſs of the 
War, they had omitted even the ſlighteſt mention 
of any part of our Naval Triumphs. On the 
affairs of the Continent, in which we have a 
ſ-condary intereſt, they had dwelt with peculiar 
2:0 phaſis, but of that which was the primary ob- 


ject 


1 

ject to Great Britain, not a word had hitherto 
been ſaid. This was the juſtice of the Noble 
Lords. They propoſed to the Houſe to condemn 
the Miniſters, without even examining the prin- 
cipal feature of their cauſe. For the Syſtems of 
Foreign Courts, whom we could not direct; for 
the ſuccefs of Military Plans, which we could not 
controul; for the operations of Foreign Armies, 
in which we had not even the ſmalleſt ſhare, they 
attack the character and arraign the conduct of 
Miniſters. —Of that which is immediately within 
the ſphere of Britiſh Governmem, which claims 
the firſt duty of Miniſters, and the firſt attention 
of Parliament ; of that on which principally de- 
pend the National Proſperity, Security, and Ho- 
nour, they wiſh you to diſmiſs all conſideration, 
—Againſt this mode of trial, Lord GRENVILLE 
ſaid he muſt decidedly proteſt ; claiming for him- 
ſelf and for his Colleagues that ſhare of credit, 
whatever it may be, reflected on them from thoſe 
Triumphs, the chief praiſe of which was due to 
the Valour and Conduct of the Britiſh Navy.— 


5 The fact of theſe ſucceſſes could not be denied. 


In that part of the War which belonged to Eng- 
land, and in which alone the conduct of the Bri- 
tiſh Government could appear entire and unmixed, 

we had not only not failed, but had obtained Sue- 
ceſſes which ſurpaſſed the moſt brilliant examples 
of our Anceſtors. It was with their examples, 


5 
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with their Naval Triumphs, with their Succeſs 


and Glory, that he was not afraid to compare the 


preſent War; demanding of his Opponents what 


other period of our Hiſtory could be found, when, 


after deciſive and glorious Victories ſueceſſively 


gained over the Fleets of France, Spain, and Hol. 
land, the Britiſh Navy had rid triumphant at 
the ſame moment at the Mouths of Breſt, and 
Cadiz, and the Texel ? 

It had been next alledged, that we had evinced 
a diſpoſition to continue the War beyond the 
time when Peace could have been honourably 
obtained. It had been that night aſſerted, and 


he had occaſionally read elſewhere, that there 
Vas a period, during the Succeſſes of our Allies 


on the Continent, when France would have been 
diſpoſed to Peace, and that this diſpoſition had 
been criminally neglected. It was difficult to 


mcet ſuch an aſſertion, becauſe it did not ſpecify 
the time to which it referred. —He deſired, there- 


fore firſtto deny it as a general aſſertion, and in the 
moſt unequivocal terms. As far as he could collect 


M hat was the particular period referred to, it was 
during the tyranny of RoBESPIERRE, of whom 


he could not ſpeak in any terms of abhorrence 
equally forcible with thoſe daily uſed by every 
Frenchman, and moſt of all, by thoſe who had 
cen molt ſubſervient to his Power. He men- 
tioned the name, only to remind their Lordſhips 


of 
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of the Syſtem then purſued. There was at that 
time no Government in France, unleſs their 
Lordſhips would dignify with that honourable 
term, Aſſaſſins, Butchers, and Executioners, 
ſtigmatized with the univerſal execration of Man- 
kind. There was no diſpoſition to Peace with 
England, unleſs it could be found in the Reports 
of BARRERE, who then firſt brought forward the 
compariſon of Rome and Carthage—who then firſt 
announced the Principle, Delenda ef Carthago ; 
leaving to his Succeflors the firſt example of that 
language, ſince ſo completely adopted by the 
French Directory. 
If other proof was wanted, it would be found _ 
in the Decree for giving no quarter to the Britiſh. 
Troops—a Decree which, in juſtice to the French 
Troops, little as he was diſpoſed to praiſe them, 
he muſt ſay, that even they had refuſed to exe- 
cute, and which he believed had never been en- 
forced, except in ſome few inſtances, by the 
immediate inſtruments of that ſanguinary ſyſtem. | 
So far was he from thinking that there was at that 
moment any real chance of Negotiation, that in his 
ſoul he believed any Britiſh Miniſter then ſent to 
Paris would have been ſent only to accompany 
the Victims of that Tyranny to the Guillotine. 
From the moment of the fall of RoBESPIERRE, 
every opportunity that pointed towards Peace had 
been eagerly (ſometimes Perhaps too eagerly) em- 


braced, 


74 
F 
7 
& 
' 


—— 


— OE LET RES 
= — — — — 
— — — > has 


n 


braced. The Queſtion of the Negotiation at Paris, 


had that night been revived That Negotia- 


tion had already been fully diſcuſſed by their 


Lordſhips; and their opinion of the ſincerity of 
the Britiſh Government, and of the hoſtile deter- 


mination of France, had been unequivocally ex- 
preſſed. He would not therefore detain them 


with freſh refutation of old and hacknied objec- 
tions which they had fo repeatedly examined, diſ- 


culled and rejected. But a new accuſation had that 


night been made, fo extraordinary, that he had 


been unable to refrain from interrupting the Noble 


Duke by the involuntary expreſſion of his aſto- 
niſhment. The Noble Duke had ſaid, that the 


Plan of Peace then offered by Great Britain, reſt- 
ed on the Partition and Spoliation of the little 
Powers of Europe: when called to by him 
(though irregularly, he confeſſed,) to ſpecify the 


particulars, the Noble Duke had told the Houle, 


that the Britiſh Projet took Trinidad from Spain, 


the Cape and Ceylon from Holland, and left the 
three Partitioning Powers in the poſſeſſion of Po 


land. As to Trinidad, he perceived the Noble 
Duke had diſcovered his miſtake, and there- 
fore he thought it unneceſlary to dwell upon it. 
He had never before heard Spain and Holland in- 
cluded in the deſcription of the little Powers of 
Europe. Nor would it have been conſidered as a 
proof of much diſpoſition for Peace on our part, 
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if we had announced at Paris, that this bleſſing 
muſt be deferred till Ruffia, Auſtria, and Prufſia 
were compelled, by what means he knew not, 
to reſtore the antient limits and integrity 
of Poland. Woe were no Parties to that Par- 
tition, which we had always reprobated 3 but 
Which we had no means to prevent, much leſs 
to reſcind it after its completion. Holland, when 
we were firſt driven into War, was a friendly 
and independent Power, with whom reſted the 
defence of thoſe Poſſeſſions which are often 
conſidered as the Keys of the Britiſh Empire in 
India. We offered to France, that if ſhe could 
replace Holland in that ſituation of Independence 
and Amity towards us, we would reſtore thoſe 
Conqueſts : we even added, that if this, from ſub- 
ſequent events, could only partially be done, we 
would conſider to what extent our own Safety 
would allow us to relax from demands, in which 
that conſideration had formed the principal in- 
gredient. So far from plundering the little 
Powers, the Projet had been expreſsly framed in 
the view of preventing ſuch a meaſure. If by the 
reſtoration of our Conqueſts to France, the Nether- 
lands had been procured for the EurEROR, all 
plea for theſe extenſive ſchemes of Partition now 
in agitation, would have been at once removed.— 
The failure of that Plan had led to the Syſtem 
now purſued at Raſtadt, without the concurrence 

of 
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of Great Britain. Of the Negociation at Lille, 
even the Noble Duke had found it impoſſible to 
ſpeak in any terms which could contradict the ge- 
neral impreſſion of the Country. He had there- 
fore contented himſelf with blaming the choice 
of the Negotiator who was employed. Speaking in 


the preſence of that Noble Lord (Lord MaLMes- 


BURY), Lord GRENVILLE ſaid that he could not 
expreſs all he felt of his conduct on that occaſion. 
He would only therefore remark, that he was now 
cenſured for employing a Man, on whoſe Con- 
duct in the moſt difficult ſituation, Malignity and 


Faction themſelves had never been able to caſt 
the ſlighteſt imputation. 


From this part of the ſubject Lord GREN- 
VILLE paſſed to the Origin of the War, which 
had again been brought forward, and particularly 
by one Noble Lord*, who for the ſecond time 
referred to ſuppoſed Opinions delivered in that 
Houſe long before he was a Member of it. If 
the Noble Lord was really deſirous of obtaining 
information as to the Cauſes of the War which 
France had declared againſt us, he might refer him 


to the Journals of the Houſe, and to the other Au- 
thentic Documents of thoſe tranſactions. But he 


thought the Noble Lord might even ſpare him- 
ſelf the pains of acquiring more accurate informa- 
tion of former tranſactions, and might eaſily form 

at his 


* Lord HoLLawnp. 
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his judgment from what was now paſſing before 
his eyes. For, if it was true that preſent con- 
duct afforded any criterion by which to judge of 
paſt intentions; or that the character and views 
of Men and Governments were expanded and 
developed by Succeſs, he might reſt the queſtion 
of French Aggreſſion on that ground alone, 
abandoning for the moment every one of thoſe 
arguments and proofs on which that point had 
long ago been decided by their Lordſhips. He 
would paſs over every ground of jealouſy or com- 
plaint which preceded the War—the occupation 
of the Netherlands; the navigation of the Scheldt ; 
the repeated inſults to our Allies; the orders to 
DumouRIER to attack Holland; the orders to 
GENET to ſtir up America againſt us; the Decree 
of Univerſal Fraternity; the public audience given 
by the Convention to the Ambaſſadors of Britiſh 

Treaſon ; the Declaration of the French Miniſter 
of Marine to the Breſt Fleet, that they ſhould 
plant the Standard of Liberty in England ; the 
whole language and conduct of CHAUvELIN ; 
nay, even the Declaration of War itſelf, made in 
the midſt of Negotiation, and at a moment when, 
by the confeſſions of Br1ssoT, RoBESPIERRE, and 
DumouRitR, England had manifeſted an unequivo- 
cal deſire for the maintenance of Peace—all theſe 
he conſented to omit :—The views of Ambition 


and Aggrandizement purſued by France upon the 
— Con- 
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Continent ; her unjuſt Aggreſſion againſt Auftrie 
and Prufia ; her unjuſt Invaſion of the German 
Empire; her unprovoked War againſt Spain, Sard:- 
nia, Naples, and even againſt Portugal, the antient 
Ally of Great Britain to none of thoſe would he 
deſire their attention; though there was not one 
which would not in any good period of our Hiſ- 
tory havebeen deemed a ſufficient reaſon for calling 
forth all the energyof this Country—But when 
we ſaw Geneva and Avignon given up to Plunder 
and Maſſacre, without even the ſhadow of pre- 
tence—when Genoa was revolutionized as the re- 
ward of the unjuſt partiality to France ; when Ve- 
nice, on no other ground than her obſtinate adhe- 
rence to Neutrality, in the midſt of ſurrounding 
Hoſtilities, was attacked, ſubdued, and obliterated 
from the rank andcatalo gue of Nations; when 
Rome was made the victim of pretences which add 
mockery and infult to ſavage cruelty ; when 
every Maritime Neutral Nation ſaw its Com- 
merce and Navigation the prey of unbridled 
Rapacity and Avarice; when neither recent 
iriendſhip nor the ſenſe of reciprocal benefits, 
nor remoteneſs from the ſcene of European 
Politics, nor long and patient forbearance 
under every injury, Foreign and Domeſtic, 
could protect America in the enjoyment of that 
tranquillity which ſhe had endeavoured to pur- 
chaſe by ſo many ſacrifices ; when even Swilzer- 

| land 
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land herſelf was now driven to contend for her 
exiſtencc—the oldeſt Friend and Ally of France— 
_ venerated by all ſurrounding Nations as the 
firſt Aſylum of Liberty in Europe—reſpected al- 
ways in the midſt of the fierceſt Conteſts, as the 
inviolable Sanctuary of Peace, Induſtry and Vir— 
tue :—when ſuch was the preſent conduct of 
France, might he not aſk the Noble Lord himſelf, 
whether it did not demonſtrate one invariable and 
uniform ſyſtem, purſued alike againſt every Na- 
tion, hoſtile or friendly, in Peace, in Amity, or 
in League, but always moſt inveterate againſt 
thoſe Governments which beſt provided for the 
happineſs of their Subjects ? 
From theſe topics, the Noble Lords had gone 
into a diſcuſſion of our Domeſtic Policy 
Our Finances had been repreſented as ex- 
hauſted, and the Syſtem of Voluntary Con- 
tribution had been totally condemned. For 
His part, if he had thought the Reſources of his 
Country exhauſted, he ſhould have been reluctant 
to declare and proclaim it, at a moment when, 
even by the confeſſion of the Noble Lords them- 
ſelves, France had haughtily rejected every idea of 
Peace. But he thought the fact was otherwiſe. 
He ſaw, indeed, great burthens neceſſarily im- 
poſed, but he ſaw an ability and a ſpirit to bear 
them, and even to open freſh Reſources from 
Voluntary Donation. A mode which, though 
| ES” — the 
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the Noble Marquis* had now condemned, had 
at a former period been applauded in a me- 


morable Speech from the Throne ?, which, 


if the Noble Marquis would take the trouble 
to turn to it on the Journals, would probably 
refreſh his memory, and at leaſt fatisfy him 


that there was once a great Miniſter in this Coun- 
try, who entertained very different ſentiments on 


this ſubject. 
With reſpect to our General Situation, the 


Noble Duke had aſked whether we had not facri- 


ficed ſome of the ſtrongeſt bulwarks of our Pub- 


lic Freedom? He replied with confidence that 


we had not—Parliament had performed its duty, 
in reſtraining the progreſs of Sedition and Trea- 


ſon, but no reſtraint was impoſed upon the Li- 


berty of any faithful or loyal Subject. 
The neceſſity for any remarks upon the ſubject 


of Ireland, was wholly precluded by what the 
Houſe had heard from a Noble Lord (Lord 


DownsniRE) who ſpoke with all the authority 
due to his thorough knowledge of the ſubject, to 
his deep intereſt in it, and to the firm and manly 
part which he had perſonally taken in ſupport of 


the Laws and Conſtitution of his Country, and 


of the Lives and Properties of his Fellow-Subjects. 


He completely agreed with that Noble Lord, that 


there 
* Ma quis of LAN SDOW x E. 


j Sesch from the Th. one, 29th November, 1782, when 
the II. irgquis of LaANSBOWNk M. as F rſt Lord of the Trcatury. 
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there was no ſalvation to Ireland, nor any chance 
of preſerving its connection with Great Britain, 
but in the purſuit of the preſent [yſterti. _ 


Much had been ſaid about Conciliation, and 


one Noble Lord had gone ſo far as to aſſert, 
that even if there were a diſpoſition to Con— 
eiliation, it would not be received at the hands 
of the preſent Miniſters; as if we were really 
to believe, that when the Committees of Al- 
ſaſſination deliberated about the plunder of a 
houſe, or the murder of a Magiſtrate, they firſt 
enquired whether the Noble Marquis or the 
Noble Duke had yet been named to the ſituation 


of Miniſters in England. If Conciliation to them 


was meant, he knew of none which could ſuc- 
ceed: Conciliation to Ireland had been inva- 
riably purſued by the Engliſh Government, but 
particularly by the preſent Miniſters. Almoſt 
the firſt act of the preſent CHANCELLoR of 
the ExcarqQuer, had been to offer to JUre- 


land a liberal participation of the Britith Market, 


at the hazard of all his popularity in England ; and 
though the whole Mercantile and Manufacturing 


| Intereſt was taught to clamour againſt him, for 
ſacrificing, as they ſaid, their proſperity to the 
Intereſts of Heland, that Boon was rejected by the 


Triſh Parliament, under what had been truly called 
the ſillieſt deluſion ever practiſed on the Councils 
of any Nation. Since that time the conciliatory 


diſpoſition | 
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diſpggtion of the Miniſters towards Jreland had 
ſheyn itſelf on every occaſion. Speaking even of 
Conciliation to large bodies in Jreland, it was not 
unknown to any man acquainted with the ſubject, 
that their opinions had in one inſtance out-run 
thoſe of ſome of the beſt informed and beſt diſ- 
poſed men in Vcland. In the preſent moment, 
he was ſatisfied that the.only real Conciliation 
to Jreland, was to protect the Lives of its Ma— 
giſtrates, to defend the Property of its Inhabi- 
tants, and to maintain its Domeſtic Laws, and 
its Imperial Connection with Great Britain. 

Such were the grounds on which the preſent 
Motion had been ſupported. It had been imputed 
to Miniſters, but wholly without foundation, 
that they had made the fooliſh and zrrogant 
declaration, that except themſelves, there were 
no Men in the Country of ſufficient Talents to 
conduct Government, and of ſufficient Loyalty 
to be truſted. For his Colleagues and for him- 


ſelf, he diſclaimed ſuch an aflertion—He knew, 
that among the numerous ranks of thoſe who had 

ſupported the preſent Syſtem, there were many 
men of the higheſt integrity, character, and ta- 


lents ; many men of abilities much ſuperior to 
his, and to whom, whenever it ſhould pleaſe His 


MAJIESTVY to place them in his ſituation, he 


'howd readily give way, knowing as he did the 
iicadinels of their Principles in ſupport of the 
5 ſame 


3 
ſame Syſtem in which they had hitherto concur- 
red; though even then, he fearcd it would not be 
without ſome ſecret regret, that he ſhould ſee 
himſelf no longer thought worthy: to ſhare the 
Dangers and to partake of the Honour of the pre- 
ſent Conteſt, When he had ſaid thus much of 
himſelf, he mult ailſert with reſpe& to his Col- 
leagues, that he knew not where there could be 
found, even among all the Supporters of Govern- 
ment, men better qualified, in honour, integri- 
ty, talent, and virtue, to fill the arduous ſitua— 
tions in which they are now placed. But al- 
lowing for a moment, that ſuch a Change were 
made, would that anſwer the purpoſe of the pre- 
ſent Notion? It would not—the choice mull 
therefore be confined within very narrow limits. 
'The Noble Duke had excluded himſelf and his 
immediate Party—he had indeed offered ſupport 
to thoſe who would accept the Office on the condi- 
tions he preſcribed 3 but he had ſaid, that if they 
took it, he ſhould admire their courage. In this 
Lord GRENVILLE faid he completely agreed 
to rely on ſuch ſupport io offered, and for fuch 
Meaſures would indeed be an act of deſperate. 
courage; and if the preſent Motion was agreed 
to, he thought Parliament muſt adopt the recent 
Law of the Dutch Convention, which ſentenced 
every man to tranſportation who refuſed to be a 
Miniſter, | 
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The Noble Lords retained their own opinions 


in favour of Radical Reform ; but theſe, appa- 


rently, forſome reaſon of management or intrigue, 


ſeemed to be put leſs forward in this night's De- 
bate than they had been before—the light was 


thrown on other parts of the picture, while | 


this was ſhaded over, and kept with care in 
the back ground. Still, however, it was there. 
The Noble Duke had expreſsly declared, that he 


would never belong to any Government that did 


not carry through this Radical Reform. And he 
had concluded his Speech with pompous impre- 
cations on himſelf, if ever he conſented to act 


with the preſent Miniſters, whom he juſtly con- 


ſidered as hoſtile to it. The Noble Duke might 


he aſſured, that whatever diſlike he might feel to 


their Syſtem, it could not poſſibly exceed the ſet- 


tled deteſtation which they entertained for the 


Principles and Conduct of Radical Reformers, 
though they might not think it neceſſary to ex- 


preſs their ſentiments in the tone or language of 
Tragedy. Their opinion of Radical Reform was 


the ſame which had long ago been delivered by 
CoNDORCET, a great authority on the ſubject of 


Revolutions, but who had not diſcovered the art 


of ſo guiding the ſtorm which he had contributed 


40 raiſe, as to eſcap becoming Humſelf one of its 


carlieſt ſucritices. When ConDoRCET announced 


with jov, that the Patriots 0; ' Englan. vere Ja- 
pouring 
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bouring in that cauſe, he added, that from ſuch 


Reform, the tranſition would be ſhort indeed, to 


the eſtabliſhment of a complete Republic. 


The Noble Duke conſented, however, that the 


new Miniſter ſhould poſtpone the queſtion of 


Reform in England: —But in Ireland, probably 
becauſe the danger there ſeemed leſs, or the 


objections weaker, he required that it ſhould 


immediately be carried. Nor was this all— 


Peace muſt be procured with France, notwith- 


ſtanding what had been confeſſed of her inve- 
terate hoſtility to us: and a Noble Marquis 
had ſaid, what he ſeemed to think matter of much 


indiference to the Houſe, though to the new 
Miniſters it might be an object of ſome conſi- 
deration, that the Peace muſt be made, though 


thoſe who made it would probably be hanged for 
doing ſo. 

The Principles on ; which ſuch a Peace was 
likely to be concluded, might eafily be collected. 
In addition to all that the Noble Duke had ſaid, 


of the injuſtice and wickednefs of the war which 
this Country has ventured to maintain for its own 
defence, the Noble Marquis had given the Houſe 


an Eſtimate of the value of our Foreign Poſle\- 
ſions, which he had deſcribed as a load and bur- 
then on the ſhoulders of this country. Combin- 
ing therefore theſe two principles, learnt from the 
Supporters of the preſent Motion, the new Ne- 


gotiator 
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gotiator was to proceed to France. He was, in the 
Directory, for the inſolence of preſuming to de- 
tend ourſelves—to expreſs our deep regret at our 
injuſtice, in maintaining againſt their will, our 
Properties and Lives, the Conſtitution and Inde- 
pendence of our Country; and to aſſure them of 
our ſincere and contrite Repentance for all the 


| bloodſhed and carnage which their wickedneſs 
has occaſioned. To ſuch an Addreſs, it could 


not be expected that much favour would be 
ſhewn—lIf we had any intereſts to maintain in 


ſuch a Negotiation, we ſhould undoubredly be 


told that we had confeſſed our own Crimes, and 
muſt abide the puniſhment which France im- 
poſed. We might, however, perhaps, expect at 
laſt, that the Directory, taking ſome pity of us, 
would agree to deliver us from part of the bur- 
then under which we labour—they might poſlibly 


have the goodneſs to relieve us of Jamaica; to take 
upon their own ſhoulders the defences of our Iudian 


Pſeſſions, perhaps even to diſcharge us of the 


whole weight and load of Bengal. And though it 


was true, that by theſe operations we ſhould loſe 


| the beſt part of our Commerce, more than half our 


Revenue, and nearly the whole ſource and ſup- 
ply of our Naval Strength, we ſhould cer- 
rainly remain a light, diſburthened, and well 
eompacted Power, peculiarly able to reſiſt the ſu- 

ture 
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ture enterprizes of the Directory, and to defend 
ourſelves againſt that which even the Noble Lords 
had deſcribed as the ſummit of human milery, 
ſubjection to the preſent Government of France. 
If thele were the Principles upon which the Peace 
was to be made, he ſeriouſly believed the Noble 
Marquis's prediction would be literally verified— 
the Miniſters who made it (whoever they might 
be) would certainly be hanged, and he was {ure 
they would deſerve it. 
With reſpect to Ireland, the difficulty might be 

greater. The Noble Lords had appeared to feel, 
how impoſſible it was to perſuade the Houſe that 
the Reform of Parliament, and giving the little 
that remained to be granted to the Catholics, 
could anſwer their deſcription of the effects to be 
produced by Conciliation; they had therefore pro- 
teſted againſt being obliged to ſpecify any parti- 
cular terms of Conciliation, but had deſined it to 
be, in one word, the giving whatever Ireland 
wants. Suppoling therefore for a moment, that 
a Parliamentary Reform in [reland was as eaſy as it 
appeared difficult, and that the other meaſure 
could be adopted in its full extent without an act 
of Treaſon, there would ſtill remain forthe new M1- 
_ niſters to diſcover, and to grant, what /reland wants. 
He was apprehenſive that the wants of different 
claiſesof perſons in that Kingdom, would be found 
not very conſiſtent with each other. The Landed 
Gentle- 


( 28 ) 


Gentleman, the Merchant, the Farmer, and the 


induſtrious Artizan, would probably want to pre- 
ſerve their Property ; the Juryman and Magiſtrate 


would want not to be butchered; the faithful 
and loyal Subject of every Claſs, would want to 


preſerve his Allegiance to his Sovereign; while 
the Conſpirator would want to deſtroy all Pro- 
perty, to place the life of every man at his mercy, 


and finally, to ſubject his Country to the domina- 
tion of France, 


It was to refiſt theſe Principles that his Col- 


leagues and himſelf were deſirous to remain in 


Office; willing to concede their ſituations to others, 
if by others more effectual reſiſtance could be 
made; but ready to expoſe themſelves to every 
danger in defence of the Laws, Conſtitution, and 


Independence of their Country. 


But the Houſe had heard this night another 


matter of no ſlight importance. The Corre/pond- 
ing Societies in England had been mentioned - what 


thoſe Societies were, he need not remind their 
Lordſhips—Their Publications, their Meetings, 
their Declarations, were in the memory of every 
Man. A Criminal had lately been convicted at 


Maidfſione, of attempting to ſeduce the Troops, 
and he was found to belong to theſe Societies. A 
Noble Lord (Lord Downsmire) had told them, 

that even the United Iriſhmen would not have 


proceeded to the lengths they had, without the 
| 5 encourage— 
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encouragement of theſe Societies. In one word, 


he could diſtinctly ſtate, that, in every corner of 
the King's Dominions, whatever Sedition or Trea- 
ſon could be found, whatever incitement to Do- 


meſtie Tumult, whatever encouragement to Fo- 


reign Invaſion, to theſe Societies it was uniformly 
to be traced. Vet with theſe very Societies, 
it had been ſtated by a moſt reſpectable Mem- 
ber of that Houſe (Lord Borincpox), that 
the Noble Duke and his Party were ſuſpected 
to have formed a myſterious and enigmatical 
connection. He truſted, that before the Houſe 
ſeparated that night, this ſuſpicion would be 
cleared up; that they ſhould hear this myſtery 
unfolded, and this enigma reſolved. He hoped 


it was Impoſſible that any member of that Houſe 


could have the ſmalleſt difficulty in clearing him- 


ſelf from ſucha charge; in diſavowing it openly, 


or in explaining it to the ſatisfaction of his Coun- 


try. HE CALLED SOLEMNLY UPON THE No- 


BLE DUKE TO DO 50, 
For himſelf, and thoſe with whom he had the 


happineſs to be connected, he had explained to 
the Houſe the motives of their conduct. It was 
for their Lordſhips to decide upon them; be that 


deciſion what it might, it would not affect the Prin- 
eiples on which they acted : anxious only to bear 


their part, whatever it might be which was afligned 


to them, in that noble ſtand which placed their 
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Country at the preſent moment in a ſtate of greater 
conſideration and reſpect in Europe, than ever the 
had acquired at the head of the moſt triumphant 
League. If they were anxious for Glory, it was for 
the Glory of having ſtood foremoſt in that reſiſt- 
ance, firſt in labour, firſt in danger, and he truſt— 


ed, not laſt in honour ; animating their Country 


to its ancient ſpirit, and enforcing to the utmoſt 
the neceſſity of that reſiſtance which, if ſteadily 


perſevered in, he was confident would withſtand a 


torrent that had torn up by the roots whatever had 
once bent before 1t. 


The Duke of BEprorn's Motion was negatived 
on a Diviſion of 113 to 13; and the following 


Reſolution, on the Motion of Lord ROMNEY, 


agreed to without a Diviſion : . 


© RESOLVED, 


© That in a Criſis in which all the Intereſts of Our 
Country are at ſtake, we have ſeen with peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction, that the Zeal and Public Spirit of every rank 
of our Fellow-Subjects has riſen in proportion to the 
magnitude of the occaſion; and that, animated on our 
part by the ſame ſentiments, we deem it our indiſpen- 


. ſible Duty, inſtead of diſtracting the Councils of our 


Sovereign with Propoſals of Change, to renew the 
Declaration of our invariable adherence to the Prin- 
ciples wh h have * governed Elis Majeſty' s Councils, 


„ 2nd 
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e and in which his Parliament has uniformly concurred, 
* for the Security of theſe Kingdoms againſt Foreign 


Attack, and for the Maintenance of our Religion, 


e Laws, and Conſtitution.” 


FINIS. 
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